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MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION 

 

FROM:      SAMUEL N. CALLAHAN 

                  DIRECTOR 

       OFFICE OF SECURITY 

                  OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENT, HEALTH, SAFETY 

                                           AND SECURITY 

 

SUBJECT: Policy Clarification on the Government Accountability Office 

Report on the Welfare of Working Dogs 

 

REFERENCES:  

1.  Government Accountability Office Report, Working Dogs: Federal Agencies 

Need to Better Address Health and Welfare (GAO-23-104489), October 19, 2022 

2.  Department of Energy Order 473.2A, Protective Force Operations,  

     August 30, 2021 

 

 

The Office of Environment, Health, Safety and Security (EHSS) initiated this policy 

clarification based on the Government Accountability Office (GAO) issued report to 

Congress: Working Dogs: Federal Agencies Need to Better Address Health and Welfare 

(GAO-23-104489) on October 19, 2022 (Reference 1). GAO identified 18 issues 

important to the health and welfare of working dogs.   

 

In its report, the GAO had two recommendations for the Department: 

 

• Recommendation 5: The Secretary of Energy should direct all of the Department 

of Energy’s (DOE) agencies with federally managed working dog programs to 

revise their policies as necessary to ensure that they address all of the 18 issues 

identified by the GAO as important to the health and welfare of working dogs. 

• Recommendation 6: The Secretary of Energy should direct all of the DOE’s 

agencies with contractor-managed working dog programs to ensure that all 18 

issues identified by the GAO as important to the health and welfare of working 

dogs are addressed, as appropriate, in future contracts. 

 

The Department responded to the GAO, partially concurring with its recommendations 

stating that DOE will evaluate the 18 issues GAO identified as important to the health 

and welfare of working dogs to determine their applicability to DOE’s Canine Program 

and will issue a policy clarification to address those areas DOE determines are applicable. 

 

Reference 2 requires that DOE Canine Programs include “plans for operations, training 

and maintenance, training aid storage and handling, canine kenneling and healthcare, and 
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canine/handler team certification. EHSS, in coordination with the Canine Subcommittee 

of the Performance Test Working Group, has determined that all 18 issues identified by 

the GAO are applicable to the Department’s Canine Program and provide additional 

clarity to the current requirement to address “kenneling and healthcare.” DOE Canine 

Programs, in addition to the requirements currently listed in Reference 2, must include 

documented plans for the 18 GAO-identified recommended items below: 

 

• Abuse and neglect 

• Emergency medical care 

• Euthanasia 

• Exercise 

• Food and water 

• Grooming 

• Health and welfare training 

• Housing 

• Medical needs after retirement 

• Medical records 

• Medication 

• Procurement 

• Rest and length on duty time 

• Retirement 

• Routine veterinary care 

• Routine welfare evaluations 

• Sanitation 

• Transportation 

 

Should you have additional questions or require additional information in support of 

updating your sites’ respective plans, please contact Mr. Kevin Webber at (301) 903-4291 

or kevin.webber@hq.doe.gov. 

 

Attachment: GAO Report to Congress (GAO-23-104489) 

 

Distribution: 

Todd N. Lapointe, EHSS-1 

John S. Boulden III, EHSS-1 

Mark D. Hojnacke, EHSS-51 

Kevin T. Webber, EHSS-51 

Todd M. Jones, EHSS-51 

Carl Pocratsky, EHSS-52 

Robin Furrer, BPA 

Thomas (Clay) Messer, EA-20 

Greg Sosson, EM-3.1 

Dan Cardenas, EM-3.114 

Douglas MacIntyre, CR-40 

Mary Dixon, CR-41 
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David Hoagland, NA-70 

James Edwards, NA-71 

Tracy Bishop, NE-3 

Dennis Miotla, NE-20 

Juston Fontaine, SC 

Earl Hicks, SC-OSS 

Christopher Wilk, SEPA 

Danny Johnson, SWPA 

Tina Ko, WAPA 

 

cc: 

Field Site Managers 

Derek G. Passarelli, GFO 

Mark Bollinger, CBFO 

John (Jack) P. Zimmerman, EMCBC 

Kevin Bazzell, EM-LBNL 

Michael Mikolanis, EM-LA 

Robert Boehlecke, EM-NV 

Josh Mengers, ETEC 

Connie M. Flohr, EM-ID 

Russell McCallister, UMTRA 

Martin Krentz, EMRBC 

Jay Mullins, EM-OREM 

Brian T. Vance, EM-ORP 

Joel Bradburne, EM-PPPO 

Brian T. Vance, EM-RL 

Edwin DeShong, EM-SRS 

Michael D. Budney, EM-SRS 

Bryan C. Bower, EM-WVDP 

Brian J. Anderson, FE-NETL 

Jeffrey L. Shoulta, KCFO 

Peter D. Rodrik, LFO 

Theodore (Ted) A. Wyka, LAFO 

Dr. David R. Bowman, NFO 

Peter Mason, NBL 

Teresa M. Robbins, NPO PTX Y12 

Vincent R. Fisher, OST 

Daryl. J. Hauck, SNL 

Jason Armstrong, SRSO 

Matthew Brott, PNR SNR 

Lance L. Lacroix, NE-ID 

L. Guy Backstrom, RESL 

Dawn M. Glapion, CR-464 

Stephen Gauthe, CR-464 

Gabriel (Gabe) Pugh, NTC 

Samuel Bigger, SC-AMSO 
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Roger E. Snyder, SC-ASO 

Paul M. Golan, SC-BSO 

Robert, P. Gordon, SC-BHSO 

Geoffrey (Geoff) deBeauclair, SC-CSC 

Roger E. Snyder, SC-FSO 

Johnny O. Moore, SC-ORNL 

Julie K. Turner, SC-PNSO 

Sandy Rogan, SC-PSO 

Hanley Lee, SC-SSO 

Jessica Halse, SC-TJSO 

Michael G. Branton, SC-OR   

 

Field Safeguards and Security Directors 

Gregory Sahd, CBFO 

John (Jack) P. Zimmerman, EMCBC 

Mark Brown, EM-ID 

Chris Mullane, GFO 

Laurel Fetterer, KCFO 

Albert R. Roybal, LAFO 

Michael D. Flynn, LFO 

Dee Ann Brown, NE-ID 

Jerry Weber, NFO 

Roxanne E. VanVeghten, NPO PTX Y12 

Patricia (Trish) A. Walsh, NPO PTX Y12 

Daniel. A Reeves, NPO Y12 

Arthur M. Duvall, NRHQ 

Jonathan, (Jon) C. Stone, NRLFO 

Gabriel (Gabe) M. Pugh, NTC 

Larry D. Perkins, OREM 

Tim Haddick, ORP 

Mark Allen, PPO 

Brian Bozarth, PSO 

Tim Haddick, RL 

Joseph Nolin, SC-AMSO 

Donald (Eric) Dallmann, SC-ASO 

Blair B. Bollar, SC-BHSO 

Jose Roldan, SC-BSO 

Angela K. Harvey, SC-CSC 

Jeremy (Eric) Gilbert, SC-CSC 

David A. Chovancek, SC-FSO 

Donte F. Davis, SC-OSO 

James H. Smith Jr., SC-PNSO 

Nancy Mate, SC-SLAC 

Tim Rizzi, SC-SSO 

Dave Luke, SC-TJSO 

Terry G. Cuba, SFO 
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Ronald T. Bartholomew, SR 

Marian (Roxanne) Jump, SRFO  

Neil Arthurs, BPA 

Dale Jett, SEPA 

Karim Williams, SWPA 

Pernell (Bruce) Watson, WAPA 
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